Special Education Professional Development Programs

Fall 2010


BULLYING AND THE IEP:  LEGAL ASPECTS OF THE NEW ANTI-BULLYING LAW


September 29, 2010






9:00 AM - 11:30 AM

This workshop will provide participants with an overview of the new statute and updates from the MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  The presenter will address both prevention and intervention plans and additional topics such as:

· Investigating complaints of bullying

· Due process requirements

· Bullying and student discipline 

· Taking appropriate disciplinary action

· Collecting and maintaining data regarding bullying

· Implementing on-going staff professional development

· Working with parents and law enforcement personnel

· Review of a model policy   
Participants are encouraged to bring actual situations their district has encountered.

Presenters:

Colby Brunt, ESQ, Stoneman, Chandler and Miller, LLP
Audience:
Administrators and TEAM chairpersons

Fee:

$85 CASE, EDCO, LABBB members / $100 non-members.  

Location:

EDCO Seefurth Center, Waltham

Registration:

Through the office of Curriculum and Instruction in your school district 
or the program manager in your collaborative

Register by:

September 17, 2010.  Priority seating will be given to those who register 


by the deadline.  Registrations received after the deadline will be 



accepted provided space is still available.

DIAGNOSING MATH ERROR PATTERNS:  WAYS TO INFORM ASSESSMENT AND INSTRUCTION 
October 28, November 4 and 18, December 2, 2010


4:00PM - 7:00PM

Understanding the extent and nature of mathematical errors provides insight into students' learning profiles in mathematics and informs effective follow-up instruction. Possible causes of errors that will be explored include conceptual misunderstandings, incorrect generalizations, lack of basic knowledge, confusion of algorithmic processes, language issues, organizational issues, and output issues, including imprecision and grapho-motor problems.  

Actual student work on whole number computation, fractions, decimals, percents, ratios, integers, order of operations, algebraic expressions, equations, exponents, geometry, measurement, and data analysis will be reviewed, and patterns of errors will be diagnosed.  Incorrect answers offered as choices on sample MCAS questions and MTEL Practice Test questions will be examined to determine why some students are drawn to them as solutions.  Prescriptive ideas for improving mathematics instruction will be discussed in each of the above contexts.  This course will be highly participatory and interactive, and is geared toward mathematics specialists, classroom and special education teachers, coaches, and tutors in grades 3 - 8.

Dr. Patricia Davidson has taught mathematics and mathematics education in both public schools and in higher education.  She has held key administrative posts at the University of Massachusetts Boston, and has served as a Chief Examiner in Mathematics for the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program. She also has been involved in diagnostic work and research at Children's Hospital Medical Center in Boston. 

Presenter:

Dr. Patricia Davidson, teacher, consultant and author
Audience:
Math specialists, classroom and special education teachers, coaches, and tutors in grades 3 - 8
Registration:

Through the office of Curriculum and Instruction in your school district

Fee:

$175 EDCO members / $220 non-members. 

Credit Option:

Pending approval from Framingham State College, participants may 
choose to register for 1 graduate credit for an additional fee of $65


Location:

EDCO Seefurth Center, Waltham

Register by:

October 15, 2010.  Priority seating will be given to those who register 



by the deadline.  Registrations received after the deadline will be 



accepted provided space is still available.
DIFFERENTIATING EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE, SOCIAL MALADJUSTMENT, AND ATTENTION DEFICIT DISORDERS
November 18, 2010






8:30 AM - 3:30 PM

(Co-sponsored with TEC)

This workshop will combine rating scales, the Clinical Assessment of Behavior (CAB), Clinical Assessment of Depression (CAD)  Clinical Assessment of Attention Deficit (CAT-Child and CAT-Adult;  and the Clinical Assessment of Interpersonal Relations (CAIR) in the diagnosis of emotional disturbance.

Participants will learn: 

· to use a new behavior rating scale (CAB) that provides a comprehensive clinical assessment of behavior, including the differentiation of Emotional Disturbance and Social Maladjustment as required in IDEA legislation 

· how this model applies not only to these instruments but to virtually all personality or adjustment measures

· how the four scales contribute to a life-span approach to case conceptualization, assessment, interpretation, report writing, and intervention planning and evaluation. 

Presenter:  

Bruce Bracken, professor at the College of William and Mary and former 


Director of Child and Family Studies in the Department of Psychology at 


the University of Memphis.

Audience:  

K -12 psychologists and special education teachers
Registration:

Through the office of Curriculum and Instruction in your district or the 
program manager in your collaborative
Fee:  


 $75  CASE, EDCO, LABBB and TEC members / $90 non-members

Location:

Bedford High School

CE Option:

Participants may choose to register for CE’s from the American 




Psychological Association for an additional fee TBD.

Register by:

October 15, 2010.  Priority seating will be given to those who register 



by the deadline.  Registrations received after the deadline will be 



accepted provided space is still available.

EFFECTIVE CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT AND RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION
November 17, 2010






8:30 AM - 2:30 PM

This interactive workshop will explore the use of Response to Intervention (RTI) to support students with behavioral and academic challenges. In this workshop participants will learn to:

· use research based strategies to teach and reinforce socially acceptable behaviors

· make decisions based on student progress

· improve school culture

· create a positive classroom climate that is conducive to learning 

Paticipants are encouraged to bring examples of challenging classroom situations to share and for feedback. Participants will leave the workshop with handouts that can be used in their daily work with students.

Presenter:  

Dina Traniello, M.P.H., Ed.D., Instructor at Fitchburg State College and 



consultant

Audience:  

K -12 regular and special education teachers, specialists and 
psychologists
Registration:

Through the office of Curriculum and Instruction in your district or the 
program manager in your collaborative
Fee:  


 $95 CASE, EDCO, LABBB members / $125 non-members

Location:

EDCO Seefurth Center, Waltham

Register by:

October 29, 2010.  Priority seating will be given to those who register 



by the deadline.  Registrations received after the deadline will be 



accepted provided space is still available.
EMPOWERING DISTRICTS TO USE RELATED SERVICE PROVIDERS EFFECTIVELY: A Workshop Series For Administrators and Team Leaders
October 29 and December 10, 2010




8:45 AM - 10:45 AM

January 14 and April 8, 2011





8:45 AM - 10:45 AM

(Co-sponsored with TEC)

In this workshop series, administrators and team leaders will gain an understanding of the current role of related service providers under IDEA 2004 with emphasis on collaborative team process and the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) mandate.  Participants will be guided in a process of implementing change through a sequence of practical steps designed to move their district forward toward a more collaborative model of service delivery, maximizing the relevance and effectiveness of related services.  Tools and strategies will be provided to guide participants as they move forward in implementing change in their districts. There will be opportunities for discussion and networking with other districts both face-to-face and online.
The workshop sessions will focus on the areas listed below.  Participants will then implement their plan for change between January and April and re-convene in April to reflect on those changes.  Meeting topics will include:

· Changing Roles - The content will focus on the paradigm shift from specialist model to collaborative model.

· Assessment of Current District Practices - Participants will design an environmental scan in order to assess current practices.

· Identifying a Plan for Change - Participants will create a blueprint for change.
· Assessing Outcomes and Identifying Next Steps - Participants will review and reflect upon changes, assess outcomes, and then identify next steps.

Presenters:  

Jan Hollenbeck, MS, OTR/L




Sharon Ray ScD.,OTR/L

Audience:  

K -12 administrators, team chairpersons
Registration:

Through the office of Curriculum and Instruction in your district or the 
program manager in your collaborative
Fee:  


 $150 CASE, EDCO, LABBB, and TEC members / $175 non-members

Location:

EDCO Seefurth Center, Waltham

Register by:

October 15, 2010.  Priority seating will be given to those who register 



by the deadline.  Registrations received after the deadline will be 



accepted provided space is still available.

THE FACES OF MENTAL ILLNESS IN YOUR CLASSROOM
October 21, 2010






3:30 PM - 6:30 PM

November 4, 2010






3:30 PM - 6:30 PM

November 18, 2010






3:30 PM - 6:30 PM

December 9, 2010






3:30 PM - 6:30 PM

February 3, 2011*






3:30 PM - 6:30 PM

* February 3rd is a required date for those taking the workshop for graduate credit.  It optional for everyone else.

Snow Date:  February 10, 2011







(Co-sponsored with TEC)

This is a unique course designed to assist teachers and support staff understand and deal more effectively with students struggling with depression, anxiety, eating disorders, and other mental illnesses in the regular education classroom.  The course combines a didactic approach with first person accounts from former students and parents that allow participants to feel the adolescents’ experiences of living with a mental illness in school.  Participants will learn:

· the specific mental health disorders adolescents struggle with and their prevalence, typical signs and behaviors which may indicate a student is struggling with a mental health disorder

· steps teachers should take if they are concerned about particular students and possible intervention strategies and accommodations

· the effect on students’ families

Presenters:

Susan Root, School Psychologist/Counselor and former Chairperson, 



Counseling and 
Psychological Services, Acton-Boxborough Regional 



School District




Judy McKendry, Representative of NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 



Illness) and retired classroom teacher, Acton-Boxborough Junior High 



School

Audience:

Grades 6 - 12 administrators, regular education and SPED teachers, and 



specialists

Registration:
Through the office of Curriculum and Instruction in your district or the program manager in your collaborative

Fee:


$150 CASE, EDCO, LABBB and TEC members / $175 non-members

Credit Option:

Pending approval from Framingham State College, participants may 



choose 
to register for 1 graduate credit for an additional fee of $65.

Location:

EDCO Seefurth Center, Waltham

Register by:

September 30, 2010.  Priority seating will be given to those who register 


by the deadline.  Registrations received after the deadline will be 



accepted provided space is still available.

FORWARD TO THE REAL WORLD:  DESIGNING A HIGH SCHOOL TRANSITION CLASS
October 12,  November 9 and December 7, 2010 


8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

October 26, November 30 and December 14, 2010


1:00 PM - 4:30 PM

In this workshop series, the presenter and participants will discuss and develop a curriculum for a high school pragmatics course based on research and best practices. The course would be designed for high school students who have challenges in social communication due to neurological differences, including students with Aspergers, High Functioning Autism, Non-Verbal Learning Disabilities, and mild to moderate Learning Disabilities. This would not be a course for students whose primary diagnosis is Emotional. The curriculum areas to be developed will include entry and exit criterion, post secondary skills, independent living skills and negotiating the social scene.

As a result of participating in this series, participants will be able to:

· articulate the entry and exit criterion for the high school course

· select a student who would be appropriate for this course

· articulate and teach the necessary skills for successful employment

· articulate and teach the necessary skills for functioning in higher education environments (community college, college, technical school)

· articulate and teach the necessary skills for independent living including travel, self advocacy, budgeting

· teach skills needed for dating and leisure  activities

· teach students a framework for balancing their time between group and alone time 

Presenter: 

Elsa Abele, CCC , Speech and Language Pathologist

Audience: 

High School SLP’s, Psychologists, Special Education Teachers

Fee:


$350 CASE, EDCO, LABBB members / $440 non-members

CE Option:

Participants will have the option of signing up for 24 CE’s at the first 



class.  





Location:

EDCO Seefurth Center, Waltham

Registration:

Through the office of Curriculum and Instruction in your district or the 
program manager in your collaborative
Register by:

September 24, 2010.  Priority seating will be given to those who register 


by the deadline.  Registrations received after the deadline will be 



accepted provided space is still available.

FREQUENT AND COSTLY PITFALLS OF IEP TEAMS:  LEARNING APPROPRIATE RESPONSES
October 27, 2010






9:00 AM - 11:30 AM

This special education seminar will include an overview of legal and procedural pitfalls for staff to avoid during the eligibility process, the IEP development, and the evaluation process.  Topics will include information about:

· Team meetings - what works and what should you avoid

· How to deal with a difficult matter

· Transition planning goals and objectives

· What to  do when you find a child is no longer eligible

· What to do with independent evaluation requests
Participants are encouraged to bring procedural questions for discussions as this workshop will be both didactic and interactive.

Presenter:

Colby Brunt, ESQ, Stoneman, Chandler and Miller, LLP
Audience:
Administrators and TEAM chairpersons

Registration:

Through the office of Curriculum and Instruction in your school district

Fee:

$85 CASE, EDCO, LABBB members / $100 non-members.  

Location:

EDCO Seefurth Center, Waltham

Register by:

October 15, 2010.  Priority seating will be given to those who register 



by the deadline.  Registrations received after the deadline will be 



accepted provided space is still available.

HOSPITAL BASED ASSESSMENTS WORKSHOP SERIES: A Unique Opportunity for School Based Teams and Hospitals to Collaborate





Participants will choose one session from the seven dates between October and April to attend as a team.  On May 17th, all participants will convene to share and reflect on their experience.
October 19, November 16, December 21, 2010
;



January 18, February 15, March 15,  or April 26, 2011

3:15 PM - 6:30 PM

May 17, 2011 (All participants)




3:30 PM - 6:30 PM

Participants will observe a testing session and Dr. Von Hahn will then discuss the developmental skills and limitations of the child, as well as the needs of the child and the influence of family factors.

As a result of attending the session, participants will learn:

· How assessments are conducted in the hospital setting

· How a developmental-behavioral pediatrician conducts assessments

· About the types of recommendations made in hospital reports

· How to interpret reports written by a developmental pediatrician

· How to interpret hospital reports for families

Presenter:
Dr. Erik von Hahn, Development/Behavioral pediatrician, Tufts Medical Center, 


Boston

Audience:
Pre-K and K Early Childhood Teams consisting of 4-5 staff  (Psychologists, 


SLPs, PTs, Teachers and Early Childhood Coordinators)

Registration: 
Teams should register as a group for one session and specify their first, second 


and third choice for dates. Registrations must be received by Sept 20th. We will 

try to accommodate each team’s first choice but cannot guarantee it.  A list of 


hospital requirements and forms will be mailed upon registration.  

Location: 
October - April testing sessions will be held at Floating Hospital for Children; 


May 17th session will be held at EDCO in Waltham.

Fee:

$650 for a team of 4-5 , which includes one (3) hour session at the hospital and 


the final (3) hour debriefing in May.

Register by:
September 20, 2010. Seating is limited and registrations will be taken in the 


order they are received.


MAKING TEXT ACCESSIBLE TO ALL STUDENTS


November 30 and December 7, 2010




3:30 PM - 5:30 PM

New advances in technology make it much easier for special education students to access a wide range of text materials. This workshop will cover many aspects of accessible digital text.  Participants will explore methods of acquiring digital text (such as www.bookshare.org and  www.gutenberg.org) and download text files.  Participants will then explore various tools for reading digital text (including the built-in Mac features, Kurzweil 3000, Read:OutLoud Bookshare Edition, and Natural Reader) and use software to annotate over digital text. Special attention will be paid to copyright laws associated with digitizing text and how these laws apply to special education students. 
Presenter:

Rachel Kuberry, M.S. Ed., Ed.S., Assistive Technology Specialist




Lexington Public Schools

Audience:

K - 12 SPED teachers, classroom teachers and administrators
Registration:

Through the Office of Curriculum and Instruction in your district

Fee:


$45 EDCO members / $55 non-members

Location:

Lexington Public Schools, Central Office, Room 5A

Register by:

November 18, 2010.  Priority seating will be given to those who register 


by the deadline.  Registrations received after the deadline will be 



accepted provided space is still available.

MANAGEABLE CLASSROOM DATA COLLECTION:  TRACKING PROBLEMATIC BEHAVIORS THAT INTERFERE WITH STUDENT’S LEARNING AND SUCCESSFUL PEER-INTERACTIONS
October 28 and November 4 , 2010




12:00 PM – 3:30 PM

In part one, the presenters will review data collection procedures. Examples of data sheets that can be used to track behaviors and learning will be provided. Participants will practice selecting data collection procedures and scoring behaviors on videos.  Participants are encouraged to bring video clips of their students that can be used for scoring.

During the first meeting, participants will:

· learn the advantages and disadvantages of various forms of data collection procedures.

· learn to select data collection procedures and forms to track specific social and problem behaviors. 

· accurately collect data using multiple video exemplars. 

During part two of the workshop, participants will study video clips and identify a target behavior for increase or decrease.  Participants are encouraged to bring their own video clips.  As a result, participants will:

· select data collection forms to track specific social and problem behaviors.

· write an objective for monitoring a target behavior.

· accurately collect data using videos collected from their students.

· learn to create graphs in Excel to display their data

· learn how to accurately report their data in progress reports.

Prerequisite:

This is an intermediate level workshop.   Participants must have 



attended a previous EDCO or Beacon workshop related to data 




collection or have prior training and experience collecting data.
Presenters:  

Joe Vedora, M.S. BCBA, Vice President of Educational Services




David R. Dilly, M. Ed., BCBA Regional Director, Beacon Services


Audience:  

PreK-12 regular ed and special ed teachers and specialists
Registration:

Through the office of Curriculum and Instruction in your district or the 
program manager in your collaborative
Fee:  


$150  CASE, EDCO, LABBB members / $185 non-members

Location:

EDCO Seefurth Center, Waltham

Register by:

October 15, 2010.  Priority seating will be given to those who register 



by the deadline.  Registrations received after the deadline will be 



accepted provided space is still available.

TEACHER EXPECTATIONS AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT:  STRATEGIES FOR USING TECHNOLOGY TO REACH UNMOTIVATED STUDENTS
(Co-sponsored with TEC)
Face-to-face sessions: 
October 7, 14 and 28; November 4 and 18;
4:00 PM - 7:00 PM





December 2 and 16, 2010;  January 6, 2011
4:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Online:


October 7, 2010 - January 6, 2011

No set times

Teaching is about reaching kids, intellectually and emotionally.  Technology powers up teaching and provides new possibilities to reach and teach, especially those students at the ends of the learning continuum and, those who have been either unmotivated or unchallenged by traditional teaching. This presentation will model the use of wikispaces, ipod/itouch, surveys, and web 2.0 tools like online portfolios and collaborative documents as formative assessment tools and opportunities for students’ meta-cognitive self-assessment and reflection that individualize learning.
Presenter:

Deborah Peterson, teacher and former curriculum coordinator,




Westwood Public Schools

Audience:

Teachers of grades 5 - 12

Registration:

Through the Office of Curriculum and Instruction in your district

Fee:


$425 EDCO and TEC members / $475 non-members

Credit Option:

At the first class, participants may choose to register for 3 graduate 



credits from Framingham State College for an additional fee of $195.

Location:

TEC Professional Development Center, Dedham 

Register by:

October 1, 2010.  Priority seating will be given to those who register 



by the deadline.  Registrations received after the deadline will be 



accepted provided space is still available.

THREAT, DANGER AND SUICIDE RISK ASSESSMENT:  PROCESS AND PROCEDURES FOR DEVELOPING A TEAM-BASED APPROACH TO EVALUATING RISK
October 22, 2010 






  8:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

This one-day workshop will focus on the process and procedures needed to establish a consistent school and district-wide approach to risk assessment. The workshop will include: a current review of statistics and legal cases that support the importance of developing a team-based approach to risk assessment; identification of early warning signs; primary prevention; risk assessment models; assessment procedures; interventions; and postvention.   Sample forms and experiences will be shared.

Workshop Objectives:  At the conclusion of the workshop, participants will identify:

· important outcomes from court cases that have legal implications for school districts

· school professionals to serve on the risk assessment team at a school and/or district level

· the early warning signs for risky/dangerous behaviors

· how to understand the differences between various threat/suicide assessment models

· how to begin developing or refining their school/district risk assessment procedures

· various levels of supports and interventions to ensure student and staff safety

· follow-up needs

· how to utilize specific strategies when working with difficult parents 

Dr. Reeves will return January 27 - 28, 2011 to do a two-day PREPare Workshop sponsored by EDCO. This workshop will be held at Burlington High School. Detailed information will be available in a future flier.

Presenter:  

Dr. Melissa Reeves, Ph.D., NCSP

Audience:  

K -12 members of school crisis teams including teachers, principals, 
psychologists, social workers and counselors
Registration:

Through the office of Curriculum and Instruction in your district or the 
program manager in your collaborative
Fee:  


$100  CASE, EDCO, LABBB members / $125 non-members

Location:

EDCO Seefurth Center, Waltham

Register by:

September 20, 2010. Priority seating will be given to those who register 



by the deadline.  Registrations received after the deadline will be 



accepted provided space is still available.

THE WIAT-3:  ADMINISTERING, SCORING AND INTERPRETING
Session 1 for Elementary Staff: October 20, 2010


12:00 PM - 3:15 PM

Session 2 for Middle and High School Staff:  November 3, 2010
12:00 PM - 3:15 PM

A new version of the Wechsler Individual Achievement Test, WIAT 3 has been introduced and is quickly becoming a” standard” for educational assessments. WIAT -3 is more comprehensive than previous versions of the test and  includes new subtests and scoring procedures. In both sessions the presenter will review all of the subtests, and participants will practice scoring actual protocols with emphasis on the written composition subtests. Each workshop will also include interpreting results and generating reports from the WIAT-3 results. 

In this workshop, participants will:

· learn to administer and score all subtests

· learn to score the Sentence Composition and Essay Composition 

· learn to use the computer –scoring software

· interpret all of the information on the computerized print out.

· receive a report writing template

· learn about the possible limitations of the subtests and discuss possible necessary supplemental assessment procedures.

Prerequisite:

Prior assessment experience

Presenter:  

Joan Axelrod, M. Ed., Psychoeducational Diagnostician and instructor at 



Massachusetts School of Professional Psychology

Audience:  

Special education staff
Registration:

Through the office of Curriculum and Instruction in your district or the 
program manager in your collaborative
Fee:  


$75  CASE, EDCO, LABBB members / $125 non-members

Location:

EDCO Seefurth Center, Waltham

Register by:

October 8, 2010. Priority seating will be given to those who register by 



the deadline.   Registrations received after the deadline will be 




accepted provided space is still available.

